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Beginning Part I 

 

Ren: Let’s get everything started here. I think… I think it’ll work just fine. First off, thank you 

again for letting us come and interview you. The purpose of this interview today is: we at the 

High Plains Museum would like to know more about your growing up in Poland, your time 

serving for the Polish Army, your experience in pre-war Poland before the Nazis invaded in 

1939, and your experience between September 1
st
, 1939 when war started… 

 

Stan: Right. 

 

Ren: …and July, not July, and January 2
nd

, 1940… 

 

Stan: That’s right. 

 

Ren: …the date that I understand when you were captured. 

 

Stan: That’s right. 

 

Ren: We would like to learn more about the deportation process. You were deported to Germany 

is that right, after that? 

 

Stan: Yes. 

 

Ren: So that and then your time spent in the labor camp or the labor system. I understand you 

were… 

 

Stan: It was a prison. A POW camp. 

 

Ren: It was a prisoner of war camp? 

 

Stan: Yes. 

 

Ren: Okay. The liberation process. You were freed by the French Army, is that correct? 

 

Stan: The French Division. 

  

Ren: Okay the French Division, and then you were sworn in or you were incorporated into the 

French Army after that, correct? 
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Stan: [The] second day. 

 

Ren: Okay, and then you eventually switched to the American Zone, is that correct… 

 

Stan: Right. 

 

Ren: …after one of your friends or acquaintances told you about that process? 

 

Stan: [He was in] the Polish Company in the American Zone. 

 

Ren: Okay. And then your time, if I understand right, a military police personnel for the 

Nuremburg Trials? 

 

Stan: Yes. 

 

Ren: Okay, and then how you ended up emigrating to the United States with your wife at the 

time. 

 

Stan: Yeah, we come [came] here in 1940…1949. 

 

Ren: 1949. Okay. I’m just going over stuff; that just as long as it’s okay to ask you about this 

stuff and just as long you are comfortable about it. 

 

Stan: Yep, yep. It’s okay.  

 

Ren: And then how you ended up in Goodland with Mr. Taylor, is that correct? 

 

Stan: Yes, he was a sponsor through the Catholic Organization.  

 

Ren: Okay. And it was through Waltor Taylor? 

 

Stan: That is correct. 

 

Ren: Okay. And last but not least is your recent trip to Washington D.C.  

 

Stan: That was the best trip I’ve ever had.  

 

Ren: The best trip you’ve ever had? Okay, well those are the things that I would like to ask you 

more about in depth. We can get ready to go through that process if that’s okay.  

 

Stan: Yep! That’s okay. 
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Ren: Before we start though is there anything you would like me to steer clear of as far as 

questions are concerned? Is there anything that you, you know, don’t want to talk about. 

 

Stan: eh…it doesn’t matter to me. 

 

Ren: It doesn’t matter to you? 

 

Stan: No. 

 

Ren: Okay. If at all during this process you would like to take a break for whatever reason….get 

a glass of water, or you know, go to the bathroom, or just sit down and relax just let me know 

and we can do that. 

 

Stan: That’s fine.  

 

Ren: So… And just-just to go through this one more time, my name is Ren Scherling and I am 

visiting with Stan Wolak of Goodland. The purpose of this interview is to discuss the topics that 

we just talked about. Stan do I have your permission to record this interview? 

 

Stan: Yes you do. 

 

Ren: Okay and do you understand that this interview will belong to the High Plains Museum in 

Goodland? 

 

Stan: Yes. 

 

Ren: And do I have your permission for the High Plains Museum the rights to publish, duplicate, 

or otherwise use and dispose of this interview? 

 

Stan: Yes. 

 

Ren: Okay also before we start, if you would like a copy of this interview we can also provide 

that for you too. We can either give it to you in audio form so you can listen to it or I will make a 

written copy of it too if you would like. 

 

Stan: That would be all right. 

 

Ren: Okay, I’ll just make a note of that. 

 

Stan’s Daughter: I’m sure the family would like that.  

 

Ren: And for the recording process here. I’m just starting the time here. It is 1:40 [pm]. Okay. 

Let’s get started. So if I could have you state your full name for me. 
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Stan: Stanley Wolak. 

 

Ren: Okay. Where were you born? 

 

Stan: In Poland. 

 

Ren: In Poland. In a town? Village?  

 

Stan: In village. 

 

Ren: In a village. I have a map [of Poland] here. 

 

Stan: So do I; I’ve got maps somewhere here. 

 

Ren: So I have a map right here of Poland. If it’s possible, if you can read there, could you circle 

the area where you were born? So we have Krakow down here.… 

 

Stan: Mielec. Where is Mielec? 

 

Ren: Do you know where it was near or just the general area? 

 

Stan: From Krakow it’s about 120 kilometers. 

 

Ren: North? 

 

Stan: South. 

 

Ren: South. So it’s down here.  

 

Stan: Yep. 

 

Ren: What did you say the name of it was? 

 

Stan: Mielec. 

 

Ren: Could you spell that for me? 

 

Stan: M-e-a-l-e-n 
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Ren: Mealen? 

 

Stan: …c. Mealenc
1
 

 

Ren: Okay. All right.  

 

Stan: Just a second. [stands up and walks across the room] 

 

Ren: Okay. He’s going to show me where the town is. And if you can’t find it that’s okay too. 

 

Stan: Well I don’t know what… 

 

Ren: That’s okay. It’s okay. Well, we can look it up. 

 

Stan: [A] lady made for me that map. 

 

Ren: Okay. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

 

Stan: I don’t—I was the only one.  

 

Ren: You were the only child? 

 

Stan: The only one. My mother died [when] I was only six months old. 

 

Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan: In sickness.  

 

Ren: Okay. And from what I understand your dad died at a young age as well? 

 

Stan: My father died about a year later in [an] accident.  

 

Ren: Okay. What… 

 

Stan: I was raised by the aunts and uncles.  

 

Ren:  What did your mother and father do for a living? Were they farmers or… 

 

Stan: No they was [were] working for somebody else. 

 

                                                 
1
 I was unable to locate “Mealenc” around the area circled by Stan, but found Mielec, a city of roughly 62,000 

located in the southeastern-most voivodeship of Subcarpathian.  
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Ren: And you said that your family was Catholic, is that correct? 

 

Stan: Yes. 

 

Ren: Okay. I’m just looking at my question sheet here. So your aunt and uncle took you in after 

your parents passed away?  

 

Stan: That’s correct. 

 

Ren: How many—did they have any kids that you grew up with; any cousins that you grew up 

with? 

 

Stan: They had three. I don’t remember any more.  

 

Ren: No, that’s okay. That’s okay.  

 

Stan: They had three [of] their own. 

 

Ren: Okay. Did you—did they live in the same area as your mom and dad or did you… 

 

Stan: Yes, yes, yes.  

 

Ren: …have to move far away? They lived in the same area? 

 

Stan: In the same village. 

 

Ren: What kind of schooling did you experience growing up? 

 

Stan: Up to [the] 8
th

 grade.  

 

Ren: Up to the 8
th

 grade. 

 

Stan: And one year [in] high school. 

 

Ren: In high school. 

 

Stan: Because their system is different [than] what [it] is here. Their system is: if you want to go 

to high school, you have to pay tuition same like you do… 

 

Ren: For college. 

 

Stan: …in [for] college here. 
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Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan: If you don’t have the money then you don’t go to high school.  

 

Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan: I took night courses for one year, credit for one year.  

 

Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan: That’s all the schooling that I did get.  

 

Ren: Okay. What subjects did you learn while you were in school? Was it just general like… 

 

Stan: General.  

 

Ren: Just history, math, sciences… 

 

Stan: Same like any other school here.  

 

Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan: There’s no exception…  

 

Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan: …except there was no sport in school. 

 

Ren: So you didn’t play soccer… 

 

Stan: I did [play] soccer. 

 

Ren: You did play soccer. 

 

Stan: That’s the only one sport [that] we did have it. 

 

Ren: Okay.  

 

Stan: We have only one hours in [the] week for sport. 

 

Ren: Okay. 
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Stan: The rest of [the] time we would have the School—and the Saturday same—half a day 

Saturday. 

 

Ren: Okay, okay. So after you completed your schooling, I understand you worked at a fish 

hatchery? 

 

Stan: Yes. 

 

Ren: Where—was that in the same area as you grew up in? 

 

Stan: Approximately 5 kilometers [away]. 

 

Ren: Okay, okay. What kind of work did you do on a daily basis? Do you remember? 

 

Stan: Most of the time was transfer fish from place to place… 

 

Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan: …to the market. 

 

Ren: Okay. So you would sell—you would grow the fish and then sell them? 

 

Stan: No I didn’t sell them, I just transferred them.  

 

Ren: Okay, okay. How long did you work there? 

 

Stan: Approximately [a] year and a half. 

 

Ren: Okay. And when—when did you end up volunteering for the Polish Army? 

 

Stan: Soon as [I] passed 18 years of age. 

 

Ren: 18 years of age, so that would be about 1937?  

 

Stan: Yeah. 

 

Ren: Okay. Why did you decide to volunteer? 

 

Stan: I would [had] dreamed about the Army since I was a little boy.  

 

Ren: Okay. What was the mood like… 

 

Stan: That was my big mistake. 
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Ren: Really? Okay. What was the mood like in Poland after Hitler was elected Chancellor in 

Germany in 1933? 

 

Stan: They—as far as treating the regular people… [the] Regular army I didn’t have nothing 

against the regular army. SSS [SS] troops…they [were] the ones [who] treated bad all the people. 

The exception was [if you were] Jewish worse. 

 

Ren: Mmhmm. 

 

Stan: They put the Jews in [a] synagogue, poured—poured the gas all the way around [the 

outside] and light [it] on fire. And you would try [to] get out through the window they would 

shoot you. Shoot you with the—like birds. They treated them pretty bad.  

 

Ren: From the research I did, you obtained the rank of sergeant before the war started? 

 

Stan: Corporal. 

 

Ren: Corporal? 

 

Stan: Corporal. 

 

Ren: Okay, let me make a note of that. Okay, so the rank corporal and not sergeant. What kind of 

work did you do in the Army before war broke out in 1939? 

 

Stan: Mostly—mostly training.  

 

Ren: Where did you do your training at?  

 

Stan: In… Chachov.  

 

Ren: Let’s go back to our map here, if you can... 

 

Stan: We were stationed in three different places.  

 

Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan: Approximately… in—in the territory around through here.  

 

Ren: Okay, okay. So you said you were stationed in three different places total. 

 

Stan: Yeah, three different places. 
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Ren: Do you remember where the other two were? 

 

Stan: No, I don’t remember what the names of it. 

 

Ren: Okay! No, no, that’s totally okay. 

 

Stan: Anyway, that’s where we were stationed. Three different places. 

 

Ren: Okay. So on September 1
st
, 1939, Germany and Slovakia… 

 

Stan: Yes. They invaded Poland first.  

 

Ren: They invaded Poland. 

 

Stan: 1939. In September. 

 

Ren: How did your everyday life change after that, or how did your—how did your routine 

change, or did it change, I mean? 

 

Stan: Well, it didn’t change it much.  

 

Ren: Really? 

 

Stan: We were surrounded. We were too little [of a] country for the big—for the Germany… [to] 

fight with the war. 

 

Ren: Mmhmm. They were—they were big in numbers and in size.  

 

Stan: We didn’t have [the] equipment [like] what Germany had. All we had [was] one rifle and 

50 bullets issue. You can’t fight one bullet—50 bullets with [against] aircraft and tanks…  

 

Ren: Tanks. 

 

Stan: We didn’t have that because Poland was [a] poor country.  

 

Ren: And so instead of—instead of tanks, you—you had horses and carriages. 

 

Stan: All we had were horses. I was not in—in a horse division; I was in [the] marching division. 

 

Ren: So like an infantry? 

 

Stan: Like an infantry, yeah. 
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Ren: Were you… 

 

Stan: It did last only two weeks [before] Germany took whole Poland over.   

 

Ren: So you showed me on the map one of the places where you were stationed when you were 

in the service. After war broke out were you reinstated or transferred somewhere else? 

 

Stan: Nope. I was [in the] same place.  

 

Ren: You were in the same place? 

 

Stan: Same place.  

 

Ren: Okay. Did you… 

 

Stan: We did go towards—march towards in the forest towards Ukraine. 

 

Ren: Okay, so you were east then. 

 

Stan: Yeah. 

 

Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan: That’s when we were surrounded in the forest towards the Ukraine.  

 

Ren: So you were kind of being pushed back. 

 

Stan: Right.  

 

Ren: Okay. Did you ever see or were you involved in active combat against the Nazis? 

 

Stan: Oh yeah, oh yeah, oh yeah.  

 

Ren: Oh yeah? Was it kind of, like on a daily basis? 

 

Stan: We was [were] on the edge of the forest with aircraft coming in.  

 

Ren: Mmhmm. 

 

Stan: He [the pilot] turned on the machine gun. After he got through with it I counted [the] 

bullets. There was nine bullets in one tree, never never hit me, even one. My—next—next guy to 

me, next tree to me, got killed with same [amount of] bullets. 
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Ren: Wow. So you just barely missed it then?  

  

Stan: Just missed it.  

 

Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan: And they caught mostly civilians, was tried [to] follow the army for protection. 

 

Ren: Mmhmm. 

 

Stan: That was a big mistake. They come [came] in and turned on the machine guns and cut the 

people down. The blood was running in the curb same like [it does] here for after [it] rains.  

 

Ren: Wow. So… 

 

Stan: They didn’t care how many they killed.  

 

Ren: So you saw active combat often you would say. 

 

Stan: Yeah.  

 

Ren: So when you were—when you were pushed back, how far east did you make it? Do you 

remember? 

 

Stan: Probably 20—20 kilometers. 

 

Ren: From the [Polish-Ukraine] border? 

 

Stan: Yes.   

 

Ren: Okay. And you—you personally weren’t arrested or captured until January… 

 

Stan: I was captured after [the] war was over.
2
 [In] some way, they got the list [of the] people 

who served [were serving] in the Army. Polish Army. 

 

Ren: Mmhmm. 

 

Stan: The Germans got the list somewhere. Where, we don’t know. That’s why [when] they 

started arresting people was [that were] in the [Polish] Army. 

                                                 
2
 It took 15 days for the Germans to encircle Poland’s capital of Warsaw. The Soviet Union invaded Poland from the 

east the next day and by the 28
th

, the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact was signed which divided Poland in half for 

Germany and the Soviet Union.  
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Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan: Mine was in January 2
nd

…February 2
nd

 

 

Ren: February 2
nd

? 

 

Stan: February 2
nd

.  

 

Ren: In 1940? 

 

Stan: 1940. About 5 o’clock [in the] morning. 

 

Ren: Okay so between September 1939 when the Nazis invaded Poland and January, excuse me, 

February 2
nd

, 1940. 

 

Stan: That’s right. 

 

Ren: So between those five months you spent the majority of your time fighting? 

 

Stan: No. I was just—we knew that they go [were] picking up some people. We were moving 

from place to place, keeping away from get [getting] caught.  

 

Ren: So basically hiding; like going into active hiding.  

 

Stan: Right, right.  

 

Ren: Okay, okay.  

 

Stan: It didn’t do you any good because they knew exactly where you was [were] anyway. 

 

Ren: So you would—you would go from village to village or were you hiding in a forest… 

 

Stan: Same village, only [in a] different place. 

 

Ren: Were you in… 

 

Stan: In the houses. 

 

Ren: In the houses, in the basements, or in the barns, or just… 

 

Stan: In the houses. 
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Ren: Just in the houses, okay. Who came and arrested you, do you remember? 

 

Stan: German poli—army. 

 

Ren: It was the Germany Army, it wasn’t the Gestapo or the SS, it was just... 

 

Stan: No, it was a regular—regular [German] G.I.   

 

Ren: Just regular [German] G.I.s came and arrested you? 

 

Stan: Yep.  

 

Ren: And you said it was early in the morning, when they came? 

 

Stan: 5 o’clock [in the] morning.  

 

Ren: Can you tell me about what happened? 

 

Stan: Five man give you—knocked down [the] door and they gave you five minutes.  

 

Ren: Five minutes to get your stuff. 

 

Stan: Get your—get ready.  

 

Ren: Was it… 

 

Stan: It was about 5 foot [of] snow on [the] ground and about 20 below zero.  

 

Ren: Oh. 

 

Stan: And in five minutes, you didn’t get much time [to get ready]. You dressed up and grab 

[grabbed] what you could. And they took us to the depot, train depot. They already [had] some 

people—some soldiers there already. 

 

Ren: Some Polish soldiers were already there?  

 

Stan: Already there. 

 

Ren: Were in a house hiding with some of your… 

 

Stan: I was by myself. 
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Ren: You were by yourself? So the house was abandoned and nobody was living there? 

 

Stan: Nobody was living there. 

 

Ren: Okay. So they take you to the train depot.  

 

Stan: Right. 

 

Ren: And you are put into box cars? 

 

Stan: Yeah, freight—freight cars. 

 

Ren: Freight cars.  

 

Stan: Yeah, freight cars.  

 

Ren: And then did you sit there [at the station] for very long or did they—once they loaded 

everybody they shipped you out? 

 

Stan: We was approximately—it didn’t take very long. In that village, they picked up only four 

of them [people].  

 

Ren: So not very much. 

 

Stan: Not very much; we was [were] in the depot [for] approximately [an] hour and a half. And 

from there they already had one boxcar full.  

 

Ren: How—how many cars were attached to the train, do you remember?  

 

Stan: That I don’t remember how many cars. 

 

Ren: I just didn’t know if it was a short load of people… 

 

Stan: Well they had some freight already besides—besides what they had of people. They had 

different freight on it. 

 

Ren: Do you remember where you were captured? Like what town or what village or what area 

you were captured from? 

 

Stan: [says the town and looks at the map] 

 

Ren: Let’s go back to our map here. 
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Stan: It be [It’s] not on [the] map. 

 

Ren: Can you spell it for me? Or do you know like what city or bigger village it’s by? 

 

Stan: [The] next town—[the] next town it was close [closest] was Mielec. That was the town 

original [that] all the mail and everything goes [was sent] to. Mielec. 

 

Ren: Mielec. So you weren’t too far from where you grew up. 

 

Stan: Not too far, about 7 kilometers. 

 

Ren: That’s not very far at all then. 

 

Stan: No. 

 

Ren: Okay. So, once they had everybody rounded up on these freight cars, were you… 

 

Stan: We were locked in the freight cars. They took off straight to Germany. 

 

Ren: Straight to Germany; you didn’t stop or anything? 

 

Stan: Oh we stopped several different places because they had to switch the cars [on the] train. 

 

Ren: And pick up more soldiers on the way? 

 

Stan: From that place we were picked up to Germany is [a] long way.  

 

Ren: Yeah. 

 

Stan: It was approximately…I would say… 

 

Ren: Couple days? 

 

Stan: It was [a] little over two days
3
. 

 

Ren: Any food [or] water on the way?  

 

                                                 
3
 Geographically Stuttgart is southwest of Krakow, and would go through the former Czechoslovakia and/or Austria, 

unless the train would have gone up and over Czechoslovakia into and around Germany. A ride straight through the 

Czech Republic to Stuttgart now is 908 kilometers, up through Germany is just over 1000 kilometers. All during the 

middle of winter too… 
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Stan: They did give us [a] stop twice. Gave us [a] kind of breakfast. It was [a] slice of bread and 

water.  

 

Ren: An that’s it? 

 

Stan: That was it.  

 

Ren: So it’s freezing cold outside and all they’re giving you is… 

 

Stan: We tried to make a fire in the boxcar.  It didn’t work. [laughs] 

 

Ren: [laughs] 

 

Stan: Course the guards they had a personal car. They didn’t ride in the boxcar. 

 

Ren: Mmhmm. 

 

Stan: We got clear to Germany, in Stuttgart. That’s what [where] I found out in Stuttgart, 

Germany. I found out where we were going. 

 

Ren: So, I have another map here. So, Poland is over here of course, and so you made it all the 

way over here to Stuttgart right here? 

 

Stan: Yeah. 

 

Ren: So you arrive in Stuttgart. What happened after you arrived? 

 

Stan: That was the headquarter, their headquarter, SS headquarters [and they] decided where 

they were put—send us to the camp. And they told us where we [were] going. From there we 

went to—they already had a camp down there; the name was Buchenwald. 

 

Ren: Buchenwald? 

 

Stan: Yeah. 

 

Ren: Okay, wow. 

 

Stan: That’s where we [were] stationed. There were two different camp[s] there. One camp was 

[you would] worked on farm labor. The other camp was [you] crushed rocks. They’d drill the 

holes and then set the dynamite and [then] go to [a] crushing machine. [They’d] crush the rocks 

and [would be] shipped to the different railroad tracks, highways….to build highways…that’s 

what—I was [working] in the crushing machine. Rock detail.  
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Ren: How long did you serve there? Because I… 

 

Stan: How long? 

 

Ren: Mmhmm. How long were you crushing rocks, or how long were you doing that type of 

work? 

 

Stan: Four and a half years. 

 

Ren: Four and a half years? That’s a long time. 

 

Stan: Eh. In the four and a half years, you didn’t—they give you meals once a day. You had to 

work everyday. They give you a meal once a day.  

 

Ren: Was it—was it like a noon meal, was it an evening meal? Or did it… 

 

Stan: Mostly it was just about—breakfast and dinner compared [combined] together! 

 

Ren: Yeah. So, and you worked—so you would get up—would you get up early in the morning? 

 

Stan: You got up approximately…seven—seven o’clock [in the] morning. 

 

Ren: Okay, and did… 

 

Stan: You’d go [to work] detail. They had a place, oh, probably half one acres. You had to listen 

to what they tell [told] you. They did taked [took] so many men in [to] one place, and so many 

men [to] another place.  

 

Ren: And you had to pay attention. 

 

Stan: You had to listen to that. You better don’t [not] say no. Because once you say no, well 

you’re too bad. 

 

Ren: That’s about the end of that then. 

 

Stan: Yeah. 

 

Ren: So, were you subject to, like a roll call procedure? Did they make sure everybody was 

accounted for or did they not do anything like that? 

 

Stan: You was—you was…put your name in everyday, [they] called your name everyday. And 

you better be there. Once they call your name then you’d know what place you’d go. 
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Ren: Where you’d go and what you’d be doing that day. 

 

Stan: Yeah. What you would go do for [the] rest of the day. 

 

Ren: Okay, from some other reading that I did, did you do some farming too while you were 

there? 

 

Stan: No. No.  

 

Ren: You never did any farming? 

 

Stan: Never did. Never did. The other company did. 

 

Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan: There were two different companies.  

 

Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan: The other company did. 

 

Ren: But you were never… 

 

Stan: I was never involved in that part.  

 

Ren: You were just blasting and crushing rocks the whole time. 

 

Stan: That’s all. That’s all. I was chipped…They had a little red—little red track where they 

got—loaded on gondolas that rocks would ship it to the bigger railroad tracks. We’d have to 

push them by hand. There was no motorized vehicle. We loaded it from the little gondola to [the] 

big train car.  

 

Ren: So when you were working…blasting rocks, what—did you know what was going on 

outside of your prisoner of war camp? As far as…did you know when… 

 

Stan: That’s all you know. Every month, once a month—every time once a month you had to—

you have a halfway decent meal when Hitler was talked on the radio. You had to listen to him. 

That’s the only time you had halfway decent meals. And what [when] Hitler [was] talking, that’s 

the only thing you knew. There was no other—there was no, you didn’t have to—you didn’t 

have a radio or any other… 

 

Ren: So—so instead of—instead of learning about, you know, the Soviets in the East pushing the 

Germans… 
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Stan: No. We didn’t know. 

 

Ren: You didn’t know?  

 

Stan: No, we didn’t know nothing. 

 

Ren: Or, you didn’t know when the Allied forces landed in France. 

 

Stan: No, we didn’t. 

 

Ren: You just knew what Hitler told you and that was it. 

 

Stan: That’s all—the only thing we knew then. Only time I knew [was] after four and a half 

years, they were short of labor, farm labor in a different part [of] Germany. All the Germans 

were [fighting] in the war. The ladies were farming and they were short of labor. They turned 

loose so many prisoners [to] worked on [the] farm.  

 

Ren: Because after the Soviet forces, after the Red Army pushed the Nazis back, all the men 

were called from the farms to the front lines. And so… 

 

Stan: They was [were] called before that.  

 

Ren: Really? 

 

Stan: They was [were] called before that.  

 

Ren: What was—what was it like listening to Hitler on the radio? 

 

Stan: You didn’t pay attention [to] what he said.  

 

Ren: Really? Could you understand German though? 

 

Stan: Oh, I understood some, yeah, because when I was going to high school the one year you 

had to taked a German language. 

 

Ren: Really. 

 

Stan: I learned a little bit. And the rest—I did—when you was [were] in prison you learn from 

the Germans right quick. 

 

Ren: Yeah, you learn from your surroundings, yeah. 
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Stan: I understood some of it, yeah, [but] not very much. Cause I didn’t pay attention to what he 

[Hitler] was saying anyway, we didn’t care what he said. 

 

Ren: Well, that’s okay. Do you remember what day the French forces came? 

 

Stan: It was…1945.  

 

Ren: Do you remember what month? 

 

Stan: September.  

 

Ren: It was that late? 

 

Stan: I’m pretty sure it was September. 

 

Ren: Okay. What—what was that… 

 

Stan: I was in the village then, working in the village. Working for the farm lady.  

 

Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan: The only thing was working in [a] village, you had plenty to eat there. 

 

Ren: Mmhmm.  

 

Stan: You had a little freedom. You still had to wear [your] letter “P” and your numbers no 

matter what—where you went. Every night—every night you had to sign your name to [the] 

Burgermeister, he’s same like [the] sheriff here. That’s—your name had to be there everyday.  

 

Ren: Did you wear a—did every prisoner have their kind of own uniform or did they just stitch a 

“P” and your number onto your clothes? 

 

Stan: Yeah, they just give you—give you—stick, sew on, letter—letter “P” and your numbers. 

 

Ren: Okay, okay. 

 

Stan: You had to wear them anywhere you went.  

 

Ren: Okay, let me make sure we’re still going okay here [checks recorder]. Yep, we’re doing just 

fine. So, you said you thought the French forces came around September… 

  

Stan: They stopped in that village. 

 



High Plains Museum 

1717 Cherry, Goodland, KS 67735 

785-890-4595 │ museumdir@goodlandks.us 

 

22 | Oral History Interview with Stanley Wolak 

 

The contents of this interview belong to the High Plains Museum, All Rights Reserved © 2011. 

 

Ren: In September 1945? 

 

Stan: Yeah. 

 

Ren: In the same village by Stuttgart? 

 

Stan: No, no, that was in…close to Ludwigsburg, Germany.  

 

Ren: Was that very far away? 

 

Stan: Oh yeah.
4
 That was West Germany. From Stuttgart to Ludwigsburg is probably…about 

150 kilometers.  

 

Ren: North? 

 

Stan: West. 

 

Ren: West? 

 

Stan: Towards—from France to West Germany.  

 

Ren: Okay. And you said it was Ludwigsburg?  

 

Stan:  Ludwigsburg.  

 

Ren: Okay, let me write that down. 

 

Stan: That [was the] smallest town next to that village I was in.  

 

Ren: Do you remember when you were transferred there? 

 

Stan: When [the] first troops stopped in that village, French division, [indistinguishable] he was 

[a] Staff Sergeant French—in [a] French Uniform. He speak [spoke] Polish; he knew I was 

Polish because I had a letter “P” and a number [on my uniform] and he knew I was a prisoner, a 

POW camp prisoner. He speak [spoke] to me [in] Polish. I asked him how he learned Polish, and 

he said my mother is Polish and my father is French. That’s where he learned to speak Polish. 

And we corresponded with together for, oh, about [a] half hours and he asked me, he said, now, 

he said, what you want [to] do now [that we had been liberated], you want to go with us or you 

[want to] stay here? I didn’t have nothing to lose so I go with the French division. He asked the 

Captain, who [the] commander [of the group] was and he come [came], oh, probably a half hour 

later, come, he said [the] captain ok’d it. 

                                                 
4
 Ludwigsburg is roughly 160 kilometers southeast of Stuttgart in southern Germany, or roughly 100 miles.  
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Ren: And you were free to go? 

 

Stan: And you [were] free to go to French—with the French Division. Two days later you had to 

be sware [sworn] in.  

 

Ren: As a French soldier? 

 

Stan: Right. 

 

Ren: Okay. But—but before—before we go into that, I just have one more question about your 

time either farming or blasting rocks. So the prisoners you were with, were they all from Poland? 

 

Stan: All [from] the Polish Army. 

 

Ren: Were there any—were there any Jews? 

 

Stan: No. [The] Jews were operated all together.  

 

Ren: Mmhmm by themselves. You were in a different section. 

 

Stan: Yeah. 

 

Ren: You were a different priority to the Nazis.  

 

Stan: Right, right. 

 

Ren: Okay.  

 

Stan: They didn’t mix Jews with—with the regular Polish [prisoners].  

 

Ren: I was just wanting to—wanting to clarify. 

 

Stan: The Jews—we did have Jews in [the] Polish Army. 

 

Ren: Really. 

 

Stan: I don’t know what they did with them, I don’t—I don’t know. They was [were] not within 

our company. After we went to prison [camp], they was [were] not in our company, that I know. 

They picked them up all right, but what they did with them I don’t know. 
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Ren: So after you were sworn in as a French soldier, I understood that you fought through the 

Black Forest
5
 in Germany? 

 

Stan: Right, we went over clear to [the] Black Forest [in] Germany. 

 

Ren: So that was probably southwest Germany. 

 

Stan: Yes, towards Berlin.  

 

Ren: Right, so you were marching, or fighting towards Berlin. 

 

Stan: Well… 

 

Ren: …or towards that general area.  

 

Stan: We was [were] approximately…100—110 kilometers….closer than that, about 90 

kilometers from Berlin.  

 

Ren: So you weren’t that far from Berlin then. 

 

Stan: No, and come an order from Eisenhower, General Eisenhower, we couldn’t pull into Berlin 

because the Russian troops was [were] by it. Didn’t make any sense [to us], we never did go to 

Berlin. The other division, 9
th

 Division went North. They went to Berlin. We stayed there and 

cleared the rest of the SS troops. And from there we come [came] back [to the] same village I 

was in. The exactly same village. I was stationed there for eight months.  

 

Ren: Okay. So did you—did you ever face SS troops or German soldiers on your—on your way 

[to Berlin]? 

 

Stan: Yes. Oh yeah.  

 

Ren: Was it—was it—was it heavy fighting, was it just here and there? 

 

Stan: It was just here and there.  

 

Ren: So not really heavy opposition. 

 

Stan: No. The regular GI troops, he goes to prison before he do anything. SS troops is [were] 

different. SS soldier would go fight [until] the last bullet. He lived [left] one bullet for himself. 

He don’t [didn’t] want to go to prison so he’d shoot himself before he’d go to prison.  

                                                 
5
 The Black Forest (German: Schwartzwald) covers a large area in Baden-Wuttemburg, the southwestern-most 

region of Germany 
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Ren: And so… 

 

Stan: I was not involved really in heavy fight, no. 

 

Ren: But—but did you fight? 

 

Stan: Yes. 

 

Ren: You did fight, okay. So you eventually switched from the French to the American Zone, 

correct? 

 

Stan: I have [had] a friend who was in [the] prisoner’s [of war] camp, he was in a different prison 

camp. He was in a Polish company, same company I was in it. He found me after [the] war was 

over. He found me, he come [and] told me, said, they maked [made] a Polish company in [the] 

West, in the American Zone, strictly under [an] American commander.  

 

Ren: Okay, and this was after the war was over?  

 

Stan: Yeah, after [the] war was over. There was eight—I was eight months in—in the French 

Division.  

 

Ren: You were serving with the French for eight months. 

 

Stan: Yeah. 

 

Ren: Okay. Do you… 

 

Stan: After that I took a discharge from the French Division. I went to [the] American Zone. If 

you was [were] in a POW camp in the Army, they gave you first priority [to] join to that 

company.  

 

Ren: So let’s back up a little bit, do you remember the day when war in Europe was over? 

 

Stan: 1945… 

 

Ren: Probably would have been the summer wouldn’t it? 

 

Stan: It was just about summer, or just about the end of summer. 

 

Ren: So beginning of fall then. 

 

Stan: Yeah, September.  
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Ren: That’s okay if you don’t remember. 

 

Stan: I think it [was] September
6
... 

 

Ren: What was the mood like when the war was over, what was—what did you see from other 

troops, you know? Did the mood change much that you remember? 

 

Stan: No, not really. 

 

Ren: Okay, so—so when—when the troops found out that Hitler had committed suicide there 

wasn’t really a change it was just stay focused on your mission? 

 

Stan: That’s something you don’t think about.  

 

Ren: Mmhmm. 

 

Stan: Some of it you do want to forget…what you went through….you don’t want even think 

about it. 

 

Ren: Okay, and so after you switched to the American Zone, you were involved…. 

 

Stan: You had to go to basic training. 

 

Ren: American basic training in Germany. 

 

Stan: Yeah. 

 

Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan: It was our captain and major, he was Polish. He speak [spoke] American, er, English, and 

[the] commander, main commander, was American. He was [a] colonel.  

 

Ren: So, you went from Polish to learning German in a German camp. Did you know any 

English by then? 

 

Stan: No, not very much. 

 

Ren: So you learned it from American GIs then? 

 

                                                 
6
 Victory in Europe Day for Allied Forces, more commonly known as V-E Day was celebrated on May 8, 1945 after 

Red Army soldiers captured Berlin. Hitler committed suicide with his wife Eva Braun on  
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Stan: Right, right. I learned most of it—I learned a little in Germany, yeah. 

 

Ren: Okay, okay. How did you become involved in your time in the Nuremburg Trials? 

 

Stan: After we went to basic training, half of [the] company was transferred to Nuremberg, 

Germany, and the other company was staying in Ludwigsburg. 

 

Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan: And I—in that half of the company I was in it, we was in Nuremberg. 

 

Ren: Mmhmm. 

 

Stan: We was [were] stationed there. We was [were]… Russian zone, Russian guards, Polish 

guards, American guards, and English guards. There were four different ones. 

 

Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan: An you was [were] assigned to the commander what day you’d go to Nure—to trial, who 

you’d be behind they knew [a] day ahead of time. I was in trial—in that trial I was behind 

Hitler’s driver, and the next time, I was behind Hitler’s nurse. 

 

Ren: Hitler’s nurse? 

 

Stan: Yeah. 

 

Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan: All you did was stay there and guard. You didn’t have nothing to with it. You was [were] 

just a representative guard. 

 

Ren: Okay, and I’m going to stop this recording because I’m coming up on my time limit, and 

I’m… 

 

Stan: Okay. 

 

Ren: I’m going to switch recording methods right quick, so. 

 

 

Beginning of Part II 

 

Ren: Okay, so I think we should be going there with our back-up. Just to clarify you were 

involved indirectly with Hitler’s personal driver, correct? 
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Stan: Hitler’s driver, that’s—you guarded him to the trial, Hitler’s driver, and then Hitler’s nurse. 

 

Ren: Hitler’s nurse. 

 

Stan: They was [would] ask questions…all the judges asking questions. 

 

Ren: Okay, okay, okay. I have a quote here that you gave to the paper in Goodland that I would 

just like to talk a little bit more about if I can find it here. You said, “At one point you were 

stationed in Nuremberg where you were a guard in the war crime trials,” like you were saying. 

When you were at Nuremberg you said, “If you lost a prisoner, you had to take his place for six 

months.” 

 

Stan: We were transferred. Nuremberg had the biggest camp in Germany, and most of it was [an] 

SS camp. We had to go to the gate every day and pick up 15, 20…you’d sign your name and 

you’d take to work—them to work in different places. If you did lose one… 

 

Ren: That’s not good. 

 

Stan: …you’d go on his place for six months. 

 

Ren: Okay, so you wouldn’t want to lose a prisoner. 

 

Stan: Nope, you wouldn’t want to lose him. 

 

Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan’s Daughter: Tell him what happened, daddy. Tell him about the one who did do that. 

 

Stan: He did…it did happen to one of our soldiers. He had 15 guys walking through the town, 

and in the town it was pretty hard to keep track of them with all the people walking back and 

forth. All at once he counted and he had only 14. And he was—he had his head down [and] he 

said, an old German was walking with a cane [and] he point[ed] the gun on him [and] he said get 

in line. [The] old German [was] crying, he said, “I’m not the prisoner; I don’t have nothing to do 

with it.” He said, “I don’t care what you do right now, you go right in line.” He brought 15 and 

he didn’t care of guard, the officer, duty officer on guard, on the gate, he didn’t care who you 

brought at long as you had the same amount.  

 

Ren: Wow.  So moral of the story, don’t lose a prisoner. 

 

Stan: I never had any trouble losing prisoners.  I took it [the prisoners] several times to work 

different places I never had any problem.  Course, most the places I went [that] took prisoners, 

you were more [than] one guard.  We’d have sometimes two or three guards. 
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Ren: When did you leave [Germany], or when were you discharged, or when was your time 

helping out with the Nuremberg Trials over with? 

 

Stan: It was only…it last[ed] –I was there only about two weeks. 

 

Ren: So not very long. 

 

Stan: Not very long. 

 

Ren: Okay.  And after the war was over, did you ever think of returning home to Poland? 

 

Stan: I thought about it. 

 

Ren: But did you ever? 

 

Stan: No, I didn’t. 

 

Ren: Because? 

 

Stan:  We had one guy in our outfit who went back to Poland and we corresponded- 

corresponded with the letters with us.  Last letter we got didn’t sound too good.  He [made] a 

remark that he might not last very long.  They were after him there; that’s the reason I didn’t 

even think about going back. 

 

Ren: Who was after him? 

 

Stan: Germans, Russians. 

 

Ren: The Russians and Germans were after him? 

 

Stan: Yeah 

 

Ren: Even after the war was over? 

 

Stan: Yeah. 

 

Ren: Because, they-you know, both sides didn’t like Poles? 

 

Stan: Well, they didn’t like what you were doing before [the] war was over.  You [were] in the 

army. 

Ren: So even after the war was over it still wasn’t safe. 
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Stan: It still wasn’t safe [to] go back. 

 

Ren: Did you ever hear back from your uncle or cousins after the war was over? 

 

Stan: Yeah.  After we corresponded for…Matter of fact, we corresponded in Germany, after I 

took a discharge.  I took a discharge [in] 1947.  I corresponded with him, probably twice.  After 

that we never corresponded anymore. 

 

Ren: And you never heard back from any other family? 

 

Stan: Never heard back.  I corresponded with…I have [had] an aunt in, my father’s sister, was in 

the United States for many, many years.  She came out [as] a young gal.  I corresponded with her 

before I came to Germany and to [the] United States. 

 

Ren: Do you know where she lived? 

 

Stan: In Baltimore. 

 

Ren: Maryland? 

 

Stan: yeah. 

 

Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan: She offered [to] pay for a visa [for me] to come down there.  I didn’t take her offer. And I 

could come on over GI, since I had the same paper as an American soldier.  I didn’t take THAT 

offer.  After we got married, we did- I drove with different officers [in] Jeeps. 

 

Ren: Mmhmm. 

 

Stan: I drove them for probably… 

 

Ren: Eight months, did you say? 

 

Stan: Eight months. 

 

Ren: And you worked there and [were] later in charge of the depot, is that correct? 

 

Stan: Yeah, [a] gasoline depot. 

 

Ren: Okay, and if I understand right, there was a priest that came. 
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Stan: We had a Catholic priest come where we lived in that little town once a month to have a 

mass, and one Sunday he came over after mass was over and he told us, “I have an application 

for so many families to go to the United States.”  He said if you want to sign your name, he said 

it might go through.  I didn’t have nothing to lose.  It was just for fun that I signed my name and 

my wife signed her name.  But a month later, my wife [met] me halfway from work and said we 

got the papers to go to the United States. 

 

Ren: Where did she work? 

 

Stan: She didn’t work, 

 

Ren: She didn’t work? 

 

Stan: She didn’t work. After we got married, no, she didn’t work. 

 

Ren: But she wasn’t in the same area you were in. 

 

Stan: Yes.  After we got married we were in the same area. 

 

Ren: But you said she met you halfway? 

 

Stan: Yeah she met me halfway between where I was working and our living quarters. 

 

Ren: Okay, okay.  Just making sure.  And you guys had to go through an investigation process? 

 

Stan: It took about three months. 

 

Ren: Three months? 

 

Stan: You had to go through FBI, KBI, every single CIA, anything you could think of.  They 

questioned everything. 

 

Ren: Three months. 

 

Stan: Three months before you got all the paperwork done. 

 

Ren: Now before I ask you about your process of moving over to the United States, do you know 

much about your wife’s growing up in Poland? 

 

Stan: No, she lived in a different part [of Poland.  She was closer to Krakow than I was.  She was 

working in the labor camp during war, before she picked up as a young gal working in the labor 

camp.   
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Ren: And I have a little bit I’ll read to you just to clarify, if that’s okay with you.  She was born 

in 1924? 

 

Stan: That’s correct. 

 

Ren: In a small village outside of Krakow. 

 

Stan: Yeah Dobrodzien? 

 

Ren: Could you say that again? 

 

Stan: Dobrodzien. 

 

Ren: I’m gonna have to write that down.  Let’s see if it’s on the ap here. 

 

Stan: It’s on [the] map. 

 

Ren: Do you know what direction it was from Krakow? 

 

Stan: Oh, probably 30 kilometers from Krakow? 

 

Ren: Do you know what direction? 

 

Stan: Oh, I’m not sure of that. 

 

Ren: Do you know how to spell the place she was born? 

 

[Stan grabs a pen] 

 

Ren: Or you can write on here too, it doesn’t matter. 

 

Stan: [Writes it under map of Poland].  Now, that’s exactly [how it is] in Polish language.  Same 

way you pronounce-in Polish you write the same way you pronounce it.  In English it’s different. 

 

Ren: Okay, just to go back to her upbringing, she had three brothers and a sister? 

 

Stan: No.  She only had brothers. 

 

Ren: No sister? 

 

Stan: No sister. 
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Ren: What of her brothers?  Do you know if all three brothers served in the War?  Because if I 

understood right one of her brothers died during the War. 

 

Stan: He died-he died of a heart attack. 

 

Ren: So he wasn’t involved with combat. 

 

Stan: He was not involved in combat. 

 

Ren: So if I understood right, her other two brothers still lived in Poland after the war was over? 

 

Stan: Yeah. 

 

Ren: Okay.  And she went to work in a factory at age 15 after completing seven years of school, 

does that sound about right? 

 

Stan: That’s about right. 

 

Ren: And it was from the factory she was working in that time when the Nazis came and took 

her? 

 

Stan: Yeah. 

 

Ren: Okay.  And it just said her mother was allowed to bring her some clothing where she was 

temporarily detained and after she saw her mother she never saw her family again? 

 

Stan: No. 

 

Ren: Do you know what happened to them? 

 

Stan: Her father was employed on the railroad.  He was [an] engineer on the railroad.  He 

died…he had a tumor in his brain.  He died from that.  Her mother…her mother died…I don’t 

remember what year it was.  We were already in the States when her mother died. 

 

Ren:  Okay.  And how did you guys meet? 

 

Stan: Well, you know I was a G.I. too.  Go from different cities.  It was from there where I was 

stationed, she was living in…their quarters were about, oh, one kilometer from our barracks. 

 

Ren: Okay.  And you guys met in 1947, is that correct? 

 

Stan: Yeah. 
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Ren: Okay, and you got married the same year. 

 

Stan: Yeah, in 1947. 

Ren: Do you remember where you were married. 

 

Stan: Ludwigsburg, Germany.  I got very [indistinguishable]. 

 

Ren: Okay.  After your application process and your three month investigation process by KBI, 

FBI, CIA, all of that, you came to the United States in December 1949? 

 

Stan: We was-all the papers were made over in Germany, go to North Carolina.  Cause I didn’t 

know anything about North Carolina.  When we got on the ship and we got halfway between 

Germany and England, from England to the United States, the lady that was in charge of the 

organization, she told me she said you don’t go to North Carolina.   

 

Ren: You go to New York? 

 

Stan: You go to northwest Goodland, Kansas.  Well we landed in New York. 

 

Ren: So instead of Goodland, your original destination was North Carolina? 

 

Stan: North Carolina. 

 

Ren: But you were told you were going to go to Goodland instead. 

 

Stan: Yeah. 

 

Ren: And what organization did you come… 

 

Stan: Through the Catholic organization. 

 

Ren: So, how long did the journey take?  First off, where did you depart from?  Were you in 

France? 

 

Stan: No, Germany. 

 

Ren: You were in Germany, and you left… 

 

Stan: Germany. 

 

Ren: You left from… 

 

Stan: Bermerhaven.  We got on [the] ship in Bermerhaven. 
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Ren: And from there you just went directly… 

 

Stan: Directly. 

Ren: To the United States.  And so you landed in… 

 

Stan: New York. 

 

Ren: New York. 

 

Stan: Then we got on a train, got to Chicago. 

 

Ren: And you met your wife’s aunt, is that correct. 

 

Stan: She had an aunt in Chicago.  Well, we stopped in [the] depot in Chicago since we had to 

change a train, and she got [the] address from her aunt and called her from the depot.  Her aunt 

came down, she offered, she wanted us to stay in Chicago.  The lady that was in charge of all the 

paperwork said you don’t stay in Chicago, you were assigned to Goodland, Kansas so you go to 

Goodland, Kansas.   

 

Ren: So if you’re assigned to Goodland, you better go to Goodland.  You can’t stay in Chicago.  

Did you want to stay in Chicago? 

 

Stan: She did.  I didn’t care where we went anymore.  I didn’t know Goodland any more than I 

knew Chicago.  I did go to Chicago in 1950-’54.  I ran out of a job here, and I went to Chicago 

on Rock Island and worked down there in factory for approximately three months.   

 

Ren: Okay.  So you end up in Goodland, finally. 

 

Stan: Yep, in 1949, day after Christmas. 

 

Ren: Okay.  You said you were sponsored through Waltor Taylor?  

 

Stan: Yeah, he was the sponsor. 

 

Ren: So after you got to Goodland did you meet with him? 

 

Stan: No, the taxi…it was 5 o’clock morning, they picked us up and made the arrangement when 

we came in at Rock Island and taxi picked us up and took us to the farm. 

 

Ren: The farm was southwest of town? 

 

Stan: Yeah, the farm was about three miles south, one mile west. 
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Ren: And you and your wife stayed there for how long? Until you went back to Chicago? 

 

Stan: I didn’t go to Chicago until… 

 

Ren: ’54? 

 

Stan: ’54? 

 

Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan: Yeah.  I worked on the farm in ’50-’51, and ’52 after harvest I moved into town. 

 

Ren: Into this house or a different house? 

 

Stan: We rented a little house in Goodland and we bought this house in ’53.   

 

Ren: And you’ve been here ever since? 

 

Stan: Ever since. 

 

Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan: I worked several different jobs, with contractor… 

 

Ren: You worked for the city too, right? 

 

Stan: I worked for the city in 1955. 

 

Ren: And you worked there for… 

 

Stan: 31 years.  I retired from the city… 

 

Ren: 31 years would have been…1980…something or other… 

 

Stan: Yeah, I don’t remember anymore. 

 

Ren: Okay. 

 

Stan: I’m getting too old for that anymore. 

 

Ren: That’s okay.  Well I think that’s about all the questions I have for you today. 
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Stan: Thank you. 

 

Ren: Thank you very much for your time.  Is there anything else you would like to add about 

your experience? 

 

Stan: Only one experience.  If you’re in prisons, you’re always hungry. 

Ren: You’re always hungry? 

 

Stan: That’s right.  Before you go to bed, every day, every night, every time you go to bed you 

wish you had enough food before you die. 

 

Ren: Wow. 

 

Stan: That’s the gospel truth. 

 

Ren: So one more question I guess.  Did your faith change at all through your experience serving 

for the army or in the camp? 

 

Stan: Oh yeah. 

 

Ren: Was it hard to…? 

 

Stan: I adjusted after the war, after we got married, oh about four months, you always wake up at 

night, going somewhere, she would wake me up because I was dreaming all the time doing 

something. 

 

Ren: Did you ever have any nightmares or anything after the war? 

 

Stan: Oh yeah.  Oh you do, that. 

 

Ren: But now? 

 

Stan: Nope. 

 

Ren: But not today? 

 

Stan: Nope. 

 

Ren: Well I think that completes our interview then.  Let me turn this off.   

 

 

 

 


